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HE SPIRIT IS MOVING AND GOD IS STILL SPEAKING!

THE UNITED CHURCH OF NORTHFIELD


 LATE NOVEMBER 2010 NEWSLETTER 

Letter from the Interim,


The trees are now bare and we can see the “bones” of the land for a little while until it is covered in its white, protecting blanket of snow.  Although there is an air of melancholy, I still love this time of year.  Summer is over and there is an abundance of food from gardens and farm stands: squashes of all shapes and sizes, onions, potatoes, and jars of pickles on the shelf.  This is the time of year we can finally pause to take a breath before the hectic pace of the holidays.  


At our church here in Northfield, we celebrated abundance with a Harvest Dinner following morning worship on November 7th, Consecration Sunday.  In our worship service we consecrated our gifts, both financial and of time and talents, that will sustain us for the year ahead.  These gifts are a way for the people to bestow a blessing--as acknowledgement that they have been blessed.  A couple of Sundays ago, the children celebrated their achievements for Heifer International.  I could not get over how many pairs of animals over the years they have given to those who needed them!  To me it represented how much we are all capable of doing--just our own small selves--to make a difference in the world.  Other ways of giving were also celebrated: Crop Walk, prayer shawls, knitted items--are just some of the ways this small church extends a big mission.  I was touched by the excitement and caring that was evident by the many ways of giving.


I am new to this church and this community.  I am only here for an interim time, but I have been, and will continue to be, blessed by getting to know all of you.  This whole path of ministry I have found myself on, amazes and humbles me.  To find myself in the United Church of Northfield, a small, rural VT church, makes me feel very thankful.  That is a fitting feeling to have at a time of year when we all are reflecting on the blessings and abundance we each have.  

In thankfulness,

Sherry Baer, Interim Pastor, U. C. Northfield

News from the Deacons:

In mid October the Board of Deacons of the United Church of Northfield invited Sherry Baer to serve as part-time Interim Pastor.  Sherry accepted this position and officially began her ministry as Interim Pastor of the United Church of Northfield on November 7th.  Previously, Sherry graciously provided us with lay leadership during Sunday morning worship services.  Plan to join us for Sunday worship or Early Bird Bible Study where you can meet Sherry and extend a warm welcome to her.  

Peace and blessings,

The Board of Deacons -Billie D. Porter, Chair, Chris Southworth, Roy Butler, John Knox, Liz Butler, and Beverly Knox.

Sherry shares a few words about herself with you below.
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I am originally from Chester, CT where I grew up active in the local Cong. church, which later became a UCC church.  I spent some years as a regular attender of the Santa Cruz Friends Mtg. (Quaker) when my family lived in CA.  Upon returning home to VT I happily came back to my roots and became a member of The United Church of Chelsea.  


I have been a Kindergarten and preschool teacher for most of my adult life, along with raising five children.  We live on an old hill farm in Chelsea where, at various times, we have raised goats, sheep, pigs, chickens, and most recently, eleven Milking Shorthorns heifers (who are now back at their farm in E. Bethel).  


I have completed four years of V.A.S.T. studies, for my own personal growth but shortly after starting that I began to hear an insistent voice telling me He had other plans for me!  I didn’t know how I was to do ministry and teach three days, but somehow God is patiently showing me that it is possible--and that it brings much joy and fulfillment.  I am happily now serving as Interim Minister for the United Church of Northfield--something I never expected even a few months ago, but am really excited to find now is to be a part of my life’s path. 

[image: image11.wmf] Early Bird Bible Study is back!  Sherry Baer will facilitate a Bible Study on Monday mornings at 7:15 a.m. at the home of Bev Knox, 41 Washington Street.  Starting on Nov. 29th we will begin Advent studies.  This year we focus in depth on the two gospels who tell the story of Christ’s birth:  Matthew and Luke.  They tell it in very different ways and we will probe each presentation and see what we discover!  Also, reading Marcus Borg's The First Christmas.  All are welcome to join us and I look forward to lively discussions and new learnings. 

[image: image10.wmf] A THANKSGIVING PRAYER
NOVEMBER 25, 2010

I wanted to share a prayer with you. Some of this prayer was inspired by a pastor of another small church, so I am thankful to her.  I will be doing an adaptation of this with my family this week.  To have the opportunity to be your interim pastor is an opportunity I feel blessed to have.  I am learning so much and am finding you to be a truly wonderful church.   There is SO much we have to be thankful for!  On this Thanksgiving day I will be holding each of you in my thoughts and prayers.











In Peace,











Sherry Baer

A Prayer of Thanksgiving


O God, we thank you today for life and all the beauteous wonder of it.  For hot summer days, crisp autumn mornings, the cold briskness of winter that makes us feel alive, and for the sweet wonder of spring growth.  We thank you, too, for all the people we have known and loved, for the opportunities they have given us for growing deeper in understanding and wisdom.  Help us to recognize that our life, this treasure of an earth, and all your gifts are a banquet spread before us to enjoy. Our Thanksgiving dinner is a reminder of this.  As we gather with family and friends, help us each to cultivate an understanding of those things that come first: love of one another, caring for the other, and the desire to practice a true Christian sense of living in the world which so needs this today.  Make our church a true pilgrim church, and this country a pilgrim nation, in all the best senses of the word.  


Bless all those for whom we feel thankful today.  Bless those who are in need of both our and your reaching out to them with blessing and healing.  Be with our families as we gather at this time, and be with those who have no families with whom they can gather.  Help them to know you are with them.  May we be thankful, O God, for all we have--for we are truly blessed.  Amen.

"SAVE OUR STEEPLE"

[image: image12.png]



ALISON CERUTTI                       IN CONCERT

Saturday, DECEMBER 18TH 

BENEFIT SOLO PIANO CONCERT 

AT THE UNITED CHURCH OF NORTHFIELD at 7:30 P.M. 

ALL PROCEEDS TO SUPPORT THE STEEPLE RESTORATION FUND.


Alison Cerutti will be performing a solo piano concert on Saturday, December 18, 2010 at 7:30 PM at the United Church of Northfield.  She will perform works by Bach, Grenados, Ginastera, Schubert, Chopin, and Piano Sonata in A-Flat, op. 110, by Beethoven. 


 Alison has performed as a soloist and chamber musician throughout Vermont, and as a flute accompanist in several states and Saint Amour, France.  She earned her Bachelor’s Degree from Oberlin Conservatory and her Master’s Degree from The Hartt School. From 2001- 2007 she studied with Louis Moyse and accompanied his summer flute master classes. In 2009 she performed with former students of Louis Moyse at the National Flute Convention in New York. Alison has performed chamber music with Arioso and Veritas, and has appeared in concert series including Capital City Concerts, Paine Mountain Arts Council and Norwich University’s Brunch with Bach. She accompanies the choir at the United Church of Northfield, teaches, and lives in Northfield with her husband and two daughters.


Donations will be accepted at the door. All proceeds from the concert will go to the Save Our Steeple Fund. The concert is the first in a series of events planned to raise money for the restoration of the church’s clock tower and steeple. The United Church of Northfield stands on a hill overlooking the Depot Square Historic District of Northfield. The tower and steeple house the town clock and an 1839 Holbrook Bell. To read more visit our website www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org. If you are unable to attend and wish to make a tax deductible donation to help restore this historic landmark you can send a check to: 




The United Church of Northfield




ATTN: SOS Fund




P.O. Box 188




Northfield, Vermont 05663
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Although many of you are aware of our Prayer Team some may not know how it functions. I record the names, circumstances, etc. of those people mentioned during the Sunday worship service. I am also given written prayer requests from the collection plates. These are the people and circumstances that the Prayer Team is asked to pray for each week. I send out the prayers via email early in the week. If you have prayer requests that you would like included, please feel free to use the slips provided in the Order of Worship. We are also developing slips to be available in the pews. You may also email me (fjplumley@tds.net) with urgent prayer requests that may occur during the week.

Thank you.  Judy Plumley 

 REPORT BY THE PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE

The Pastoral Search Committee has been very active, meeting nearly every week since last spring.  At the beginning of the summer we completed our Church Profile, a comprehensive 17 page document, and submitted it to the Vermont Conference of the United Church of Christ for distribution to perspective ministers.  Since that time we have received nearly twenty profiles from interested pastors as close as Burlington and as far away as Montana and Texas.  The Pastoral Search Committee, with four women and four men, represents nearly every aspect of the congregation and we have had some lively but friendly discussions on your behalf.  We are still evaluating profiles and listening to sermon tapes, and have even called a few references.  The next steps, should we become very interested in a candidate, will be to have the conference check his/her references, do a phone interview, view the candidate giving a service at a neutral church, and finally have a face-to-face interview.  We will not recommend a new pastor to the congregation unless everyone on the Pastoral Search Committee votes in agreement.  It may not be an easy task, but with God’s help we will find the person meant to serve this Church.  Please keep us in your prayers, and hopefully sometime soon we will have a new pastor in the pulpit. 

The Pastoral Search Committee:  Lauren Howard, Peter Evans, Roy Butler, John Knox, Barbara Barrows, Billie Porter, Ginny Kunkel, and Laura Ranker.
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  INTERNATIONAL MARKET ANOTHER SUCCESS  



On November 13-14, 2010, the United Church of Northfield sponsored the 7th Annual International Market in Howe’s Hall.  The handmade gifts supplied by SERRV International, as well as Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate, provide direct income for the artisans and workers in foreign countries.  In addition, we had a Luncheon Café that served homemade soups, coffee and bread, local bakery products, and wreath sales.  Sales for SERRV and Fair Trade exceeded last year by nearly $225, providing a mission contribution of $2184.  On top of this, over $417 (so far) was collected to help cover our annual OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) contribution of $2,750 to the United Church Conference.  That is 42% of the budgeted amount of $1,000 to be collected through fund-raising, with another offering still to be made at the Christmas Eve Service.  If you are interested in furthering this mission project, there is still coffee and chocolate available.  If you would like to order some, please contact Esther Hardie at 485-9229.  We would like to thank all the church members and friends that helped make this event so successful again!

CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING (formerly Veterans of the Cross) will be taken on the fourth Sunday of advent, December 19, 2010.  The Christmas fund for the veterans of the cross and the emergency fund offering is one of four annual special mission offerings in the united church of Christ. The proceeds from this offering are a critical source of funding for the ongoing work of the united church board for ministerial assistance in providing needed support to retired and active UCC clergy and lay employees.
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Intergenerational Advent Workshop

A holiday party for the United Church family

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

A light lunch will be served

Create decorations for the church Christmas tree 

Sing Christmas Carols

Bake Cookies

Play games

 For more information contact Billie at 485.4126 or LnBPorter@trans-video.net

December 5, 2010

11:00 am—2:00 pm

United Church of Northfield

A Special Note from the 

Coordinators for the Ministry of Hospitality

Do you wonder how the scheduling of Ushers and Greeters is done?

It starts with Coordinator Liz Butler.  Liz does the initial scheduling.  So, if you know that you are going to be away, especially on vacations or out to camp in the summer, Liz is the first point of contact and you need to let her know as soon as possible so she does not schedule you for ushering or greeting during your time away. Liz can be reached at 485-8474. 

Substitutions to the set schedule are handled by Judy Plumley. Judy finds a replacement for those people who cannot make their scheduled time(s).  People need to call Judy (485-6117) as soon as they are aware of a conflict with their scheduled time so she has time to find a replacement.  Please do not call Judy about conflicts with future dates that are not yet scheduled…give this information to Liz.  Thank you.     Judy and Liz
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THE MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY

For November 21, 2010 - December 26, 2010

Please mark your calendars now as this is your only notification. If the scheduled dates do not work for you, please contact Judy Plumley at 485-6117 and she will locate a substitute.  This works well with your help. 

USHERS AND GREETERS

Nov. 21:
Ushers- Judy & Lauren Howard
Greeters- Terry & Dean Howe                                                              

Nov.28:
Ushers- Kate & Kevin Beal  

Greeters- Bev & John Knox  

Dec. 5:
Ushers- Liz & Roy Butler

Greeters- Bev & Lorinda Dezotell 

Dec.12: 
Ushers- Barbara & Kyla Barrows
Greeters- Evelyn Bird & 










       Harriet Hirst          

Dec.19: 
Ushers- Max Greene &

Greeters- Linda & Burley Harvey  

                                Dean Howe  

Dec. 26:
Ushers- Bev & John Knox   

Greeters- Marilyn Bruce & 










       Brenda Cruickshank 

COMMUNION STEWARDS:

Dec. 5:
John Knox, Bev Knox, Barbara Barrows, Bev Dezotell

Jan. 2:
Debra Maloney-Evans, Peter Evans, Billie Porter, Kayla Barrows

ADVENT LIGHTING:

First Sunday of Advent: November 28th  Marilyn Bruce and Alison Cerutti

Second Sunday of Advent: December 5th  Jessica Avery and Noah

Third Sunday of Advent: December 12th  Esther and Philo Hardie

Fourth Sunday of Advent: December 19th  General and Mrs. Greenway 

PLEASE SIGN UP IN HOWE'S HALL TO HELP WITH A COFFEE HOUR.

Monthly Coordinators: November - Bev Knox (485-4101); December - Billie Porter (485-4126); January - Judy Howard (485-3531).  

Thank You for Serving in These Ways. We Appreciate Your Help!

A Brief History of the United Church of Northfield



The United Church of Northfield was built in 1835 by Charles Paine, a Northfield entrepreneur and Governor of Vermont from 1841-1843. He built what was then known as Paine’s Meeting House to give his mill workers a space to worship. Throughout its history the building has been a house of worship. The beautiful one-story, white clapboarded, Greek Revival building with it’s prominent clock tower and steeple stands overlooking Northfield’s Depot Square Historic District. The church is the oldest of the two remaining examples of 19th century architecture in the Historic District. The other is the old Central Vermont Railroad Station built c.1858 (now the Merchants Bank).  The tower also contains a brass bell cast by George H. Holbrook of East Medway, Mass. in 1839. The Medway Foundry produced what was said to be the finest church bells in the country.



The horse sheds have been removed, but with few exceptions the building appears as it did at the dedication in 1836. In the early 1850’s it was purchased from the Paine estate by the Congregationalist Society. Soon after the purchase the building became too small for the growing congregation. The building was cut in half crosswise and enlarged to accommodate another 16 pews. The Congregationalists and the Universalists merged to form the United Church of Northfield in 1929.




Another major change to the structure was the addition of a community space below the church. Prior to 1858 there appears to have been only a crawl space below the building. The building was raised by Isaac Howe, and a hall was built beneath to rent out for community events. Today Howe’s Hall continues to function as a space for congregational and community events. The United Church of Northfield is a symbol of religious freedom and community spirit, and continues to be an anchor to Northfield’s Historic Downtown.

A THANK YOU:

We remember the many people who support our church, each in their own way, with their treasure, time and talents.  In recognizing some of the folks who have been doing extra work for the church recently we lift up our gratitude to Larry Porter & Teigh & Ayrin Southworth for their work in re-roofing the garage at the parsonage; to Arnold Nichols, Burley Harvey, and Larry Porter in their work with the electricians as they help to remove the old knob and tube wiring in the parsonage which is undergoing a complete electrical upgrade; to Arnold Nichols and Larry Porter for their stewardship in raking the lawn at the church and for Nathan Ranker for his efforts; to everyone who worked to make the International Market a success for our mission in the world and for the leadership of Deb Maloney-Evans, Chris Southworth, Brenda Cruickshank, and Judy Howard.  Many people were involved and it was a spiritually uplifting undertaking. 

COLLECTING SOAPS AND SHAMPOOS:  If you have a collection of soaps and shampoos from motels on your travels that you would like to share. If so, please bring them to church and place in the basket I will provide at the table at the back of the church. I will see that they get distributed to the needy either here in Northfield or at the Good Samaritan Shelter in Barre. Thank you. 

Judy Plumley
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As the holidays are approaching, we are planning ahead to order our poinsettias from the florist.  We hope to grace the church with the beauty of several poinsettias.  Each poinsettia will cost $13.50 a plant this year.


If you wish to participate in the purchase of one or more poinsettias, please fill out the form and a check and send it/or give it to Beverly Knox, 41 Washington Street, Northfield, Vermont, 05663 by Sunday, November 28th.  Please make the check payable to the United Church with a note on the bottom of the check for poinsettia(s).

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS

I/WE WISH TO HAVE _______________ POINSETTIA(S) (IN MEMORY OF

OR IN THANKSGIVING FOR

OR IN CELEBRATION OF

THE PRICE OF A 6” STANDARD SIZE PLANT IS $13.50.

COLOR CHOICE:  RED________PINK_______WHITE_________

MARBLED_________NOVELTY_____________

PLEASE CHECK OFF WHETHER YOU WANT TO KEEP YOUR POINSETTIA(S) OR GIVE IT TO SOMEONE IN THE NURSING HOME.

I WISH TO KEEP THE POINSETTIA(S)_____________________________

I WISH TO GIVE THE POINSETTIA(S) TO THE NURSING HOME_______

SIGNATURE’S NAME OF PERSON PURCHASING THE POINSETTI(S)

__________________________________________________________________

United Church of Northfield




58 South Main Street





P.O. Box 188






Northfield, VT 05663





Phone: 485-4431 

E-mail: uccnorthfield@trans-video.net

Website: www.unitedchurchofnorthfield.org

MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH:

Church Council

Tues. December 21st @7:00

(3rd Tues. each month)

Search Committee

Thursdays from 5:30 - 7:00 and special times as announced.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Mercedes Wright is the contact person for this group. Her email address is keepsakefiber@yahoo.com
Early Bird Bible Study

Monday mornings @ 7:15 A.M. at the home of Bev Knox, 41 Washington Street..

Choir Rehearsal - Wed. rehearsals 7:00 p.m. No Rehearsal Nov. 24th. 

Steeple Fund Restoration Committee - 5:30 - 7:00 as announced; next meetings 12/1, 12/6, and 12/14.
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A Happy Belated Birthday and Anniversary to all those who celebrated their special day over the past few months and to those celebrating a Birthday or Anniversary in November or December; we wish you all the best on your special day and a blessed year ahead.

� EMBED  ���
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